
IAS PASSED BY THE MAJLI]}.E-SHOORA (PARLIAMENT)]

A

BILL

to provlde for the Mernbers of Parliament Immunities,and Prlvileges

WHEREAS clause (2) of Article 66 of the Constitutlon of the Islamlc
Republic of Pakistan provldes, inter alia, that Immunitles and Privlleges of
Members of Parliament may be dctermined by law;

AND WHEREAS it is expedlent to provide a law for exemption from
preventive detention, safeguards against arrest, for speclfled periods;

NOW THEREFORE the Parliament enacts the.following Act:-

1. -'Short titte, extent and commencement.- (1) This Act shall be
called the Members of Parliament Immunities and Privileges Act,2023.

(2) It extends to the whole of Pakistan

(3) lt shall come into force at once.

3, Arrest under preventive detention laws,- No Member shall be
detained under any law pertaining to preventive detention once the
session is summoned by the President or the Chalrman or Spe.aker, as the
case may be.
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2, Definitions.- In thls Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the
subject or context,-

(a) "Assembly" means the Natlonal Assembly of Paklstan;
(b) "Chairman" means the Chalrman Senate;
(c) "Member" means a member oF the Senate of Paklstan or the

National Assembly;
(d) "Senate" means the Senate of Pakistan;
(e) "session" means the period commencing on the day of the

first sitfing of the Senate or the Assembly after having been
summoned until the Senate or Assembly is prorogued; and

(f) "Speaker" means the Speaker of the National Assembly.

4, Registration of cases.- When an FIR is registered or Reference ls
filed, against a Member, the Chairman or Speaker, as the case may be,
shall be informed and copy of the FIR or Reference, as the case may be,
shall be provided within twenty four hours of such registration or filing.



5, Intimation of Arrest, Detention, etc., of a Member.- When a

Member ls requlred to be arrested or arrested on a criminal charge or for
a criminal offence or is sentenced to be imprisonment by a Court.or is

detalned under an executive order, the commltting judge, magistrate'or,
as the case may be, executive authority, shall immediately intimate such
fact to the Chalrman or Speaker, as the case may be, indicating the
reasons for the arrest, detention or imprisonment of the M€mber.

(2) When a Member of Parliament is summoned by or requircd to
appear before any commission, tribunal, authorlty, organizatlon, agency
or other/ .for any investigation or inquiry, as the case may be, the
Chairman or Speaker, as the case may be, shall be informed of the same.
The concerned authority shall intimate the brief facts / reasons.

6. Intimation on release of a Member of Parliament,- When a
Member of Parliament after his arrest or detentlon is released on bail or
otherwlse or ls acqultted of a crlminal charge, such fact shall be lntimated
to the Chairman or Speaker, as the case may te, by the authority
concerned.

7, Production of Member in Custody.- (1) The Chairman, Speaker
or Chalrman of a Committee shall summon a Member of Parllament ln

custody on the charge of any offence or under any lirw related to
preventlve detentlon to attend a sittlng or slttlngs of the Senate,
Assembly or meetlng of a Committee of which he is a Member.

(2) On a Production Order signed by the Secretary or by any

other Officer authorized by the Chalrman, Speaker, as the case may be,

ln thls behalf, addressed to the Federal Government or, as the case may

be, the Provlnclal Government where the Member Parliament isrheld in

custody, or to the Authority having or holding custody of the Mem6'er of
Parllament, the Federal Government or the Provincial Government or such

other Authority, shall cause the Member Parllament in custody to be

produced before the Serqeant-at-Arms, who shall after the concluslon of
sitting or the meeting, dellver the Member Parliament into the custody of
the Federal Government or the Provincial Government or other Authority,

as the cabe may be.
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Exemption from Arrest'- No Member shall be detained or arrested

one week before the commente;;; ;; u 
""'lon 

in whlch he ls requlred

to;
A vote for electlon of the Pflme Mlnister or the Chief Mlnlster; or

i ,"i" "i -.oo"nce or a vote of no confidence; or

A money bill (Annual Budget)'

9. Arrest within the precincts of Parliament'- No Member of

Parliament shall be arrested *'tni"i* frecincts of Parllament without the

;#;;;;ilin'i*un or speaker' as the case mav be'

10.s€rviceofLegalProcess.-Alegalpiocessissledbyanycourt,
TriqArnal or other Authority tnu]i noi oe-served on a Member wlthin the

predncts of Parliament'' ! restrict or limit any other immunities
11. Act not to Prejudice'
and privlleges-- The provislon; ;; in'' ott tnulr be ln addition to' and not

in derogation of, any powers, immunitfes and privileges- of the Members

which may from tlme to time b; defined by law or \^rhich are enjoyed by

the Members, or any law t"tut'nn to immunlties.- and prtvileges' and

nothing contalned herein shall pr":'i'tu' restrict or limit' atl-or any of the

immunlties and privileges en:oveJ uv ihe Mtmbers or avallable to the

Members under any law or otherwise'

(a)
(b)
(c)

B

In Paklstan's chequered history' the arrest of Members of

Parliaments under detention laws, civil or criminal Proceedlngs has been a

common phenomenon. The Purpose being to induce a change in Party

loyalties and or prevent Members from Performance of thelr constltutional

and parliamentary duties and functions, and or to Prevent them from

voting or forcefully abstaining in a cruclal vote'

2. That, legislation in terms of the' "The Members of National

Assembly (Exemptlon rrom Preventive Detention and Personal

;;;;"r;;*i ordinance 1963, was promulsated' The said ordlnance

melted like snow as it could not withsiand the heat of our polity Similar

legislation exists in the subcontinent as well'

3. The purpose of the instant Bill is not of conferring a privllege on a

i"rUu, oi Parliament but to facilitate them in exceptlonal circumstances

toPerformtheirconstitutlonaldutyandobligationofperformlngthelr
ea ri i a m enta ry ru n cti o n s with o u t t et "' 
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