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[AS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBI,YI

A

to provide for better investigation af accidents and other incidents

arising out of navigation af aircrafts

thereto;

It is hereby enacted as follows.-

cared *" *** ;ff;"#;,-;:1 ,roir.mence 

e t'- (1) rhis Act sharr be

(2) It shall extend to the whole of Pakistan and also apply to

(a) *'.acilizetof Pakistan wherever he may be;

(b) an aircraft registered in Pakistan wherever it may be;

(c) an aircraft registered outside Pakistan but for the time be g in or over

Pakistan; ,
(d) a person on an aireraft mentioned at clauses (b) and (c

(e) an aircraft operated by a person who is not a c'itizen of Pakis but has

his principal place of business or residence in Pakistan.

(3) Nothing in this Act shall apply to an aircraft or persons on bo aircraft that

is used for a mititary purpose unless the Federal Government, by an order, direots that all or

provisions of this Act shall apply to such aircraft and persons generally or in a p isular

case.

(4) It shall come into force at once.

"accidenf' means an occurrenc, ,rrori.lt"d with e operation of an aircraft

which in the case of a manned aircraft, takes place between e ti e person

boards the airsraft wi the intention of flight until such time as all such persons

iu

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for better investigation of accidents and other

incidents arising out of navigation of aircrafts and for matters connected rewith and ancillary
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have disembarked; and in the case of an unmanned aircraft, takes place between

the time the eircmft is ready to move with the purpose of flight until such time

as it comes to rest at the end of the flight and the primary propulsion system is

I s down, ttrat leads t9 -
, fatal or serious injury to a person as a result of his being in the aircraft' or direct

conlact with any part of the aircraft, iucluding parts which have become

, detached from it, or direct exposure to jet blast, except when the injuries are

from natural causes, self-infl:icted or inflicted by other persons, or when the

injuries are lo stowaways hiding outside the areas normally available to the

passengers and crew;

(ii) , damage to the aircraft or strucfi[al failure which adversely affects the structural

,t 
"rrgth, 

performance or flight characteristics of the aircraft, and would

, , normally recluire maj,or repair or replacement of the affected component, except

for failure oIengine or damage, when the damage is limited to a single engine'

(including its cowlings or accessories), to propellers, wing tips, antennas,

: probes, vanes, tires, brakes, wheels, fairings' pangh: landing gear doors'

windscreen:r, the aircraft skin (such as small dents or puncture holes)' or for

minor damages to main rotor blades, tail rotor blades, landing gear' and those

: 
resulting from hail or bird strike (including holes in the radome); or

(iii) , the aircraft going missing or is completely inaccessible;

(b) I Jaccredited representative" means a person designated by a State' on the basis

, of his or her qualifications, for the purpose of participating in an investigation

conductedbyanotherStateandwheretheStatehasestablishedanaccident

; investigaticn authority, the designated accredited representative' would

(c)

(d)

normallY br: from that authoritY;

.,Acf, mear$ the Pakistan Air safety Investigations Act, 2023;

: ..advisor,, lneans a person appointed by a state, on the basis of his or her

qualifrcaticrns, for the purpose of assisting. its accredited representative in an

investigatirln;
*aircraft" rneans a machine that can derive support in the atmosphere from the

reactions cf the air other than the reactions of the air against the surface of the

earth;

,.Authority,, means the Pakistan civit Aviation Authority established under the

Pakistan civil Aviation ordinance, 1982 (Ordinance xxx of 1982);

(e)
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(e) *Aviation undertaking" means an entity, person or org ization that is affected

orbenefitted by the carrying out of any function or duty orexercise of power

by the Bureau;

"Butreau" me s the ureau of Aircraft Accident Investigation established

under section 3;

"Convention" means the Convention of International Civil Aviation done at

Chicago on seventh day of December, 1944 and any other intemational

convention or treaty on air safety and aircraft accidents to which akistan is a

signatory;
*Director'rneans the Director of the Bureau; :

o'Federal Investigation Agency'' means the Federal Investigation Agency

established under the Federal Investigation ,A,gency Act, 1974 (Act VIII of

te74);
noincident" means an occurrence, other than an aceident, associated,with the

operation of an aircraft which affects or could ct e s y of operation;

"information" includes a recording, material or document

"investigation" means an investigation under this dct for e ose of '

prevention'of aircraft accidents, seriow incidents and incidents and includes

measures to pr€serve, g er and anatryse evidence and in& ation, drawing of

conclusion, including the determination of causes and contri ing ors and,

where appropriate, the making of safety recommendation;

"investigator" means an e loyee of the Bureau or any other person having

reasonable iliarity, experience and skills in air s ty accident

investigations;

"Minister" means the Minister for Aviation;

'noperator" means a person, organization or enterprise engaged in Or O ring to

engage in operation of an aircraft;

"rules" mean rules made underthis Act;

"secretary" rneans the Secretary to the Federal Government, AviationDivision;

"serious incidenf' mearls an incident involving circumstances i icating that

there was a high probability of an accidefrt and associated with e operation of

an aircraft which in the case of a manned aircraft, takes place betWeen time

person boards the aircraft with the intbntion of flight until such time as all

such persons have disembarked, or in the case of an ed aifcraft, takes
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- place between the time the aircraft is ready to move with the purpose of flight

until such timer as it comes to rest at the end of the fliglrt and the primary

ProPulsion system is shut down; and

(u)..State,,meansastategignatorytotheConventionotherthanPakistan.

3.reaoAir,craSavestigtios._(1)Assoonasmaybe,butnol
later than six mo s of the <;oming into force of this Act' the Federal Gove ent shall' by

notification in the officiar Gazette, establish the Bureau of - iir:cro.ft,safety Investigations with

itsheadqumtersatsuchplaceasmaybementionedinthenotification.

@BureaushallcompriseoftheDirector,urhoshallbetheheadoftheBureau,

andsucherofinvestigiltors,officers,experts,servantsanderpefsons,astheFederal

Gove nt may, from time to tirne' deem fit'

(3)TheDirector,investigators,ocers,experts,servantsandotherpersonsinthe

employmerirtoffteBureaushallbeappointedinthemannerprescribedbytherules.

(4)TheBureaushall,amongotherthings,discgethefollowingfunctions,

namely.-
(a) prelirninary inquiries and investigations under this Act;

(b)identjficationofsafetydeficienciesasevidencedbyaircraftaccidents,

seriorrs incidents and incidents;

(c)makingrecommendationstoeliminateorreduceanysuchdeficiency;

..)toadviseonandsupportimplementationofanysuchrecommendation;
(e)airsrrfetystudiestoprepareanddisseminatesafetyrecommendation;

(0toestablishandmaintainanaccuraterecordofaccidents,serious
inci<lents and incidents for reference;

(g)toalfectanyobligationofPakistaninrelationtoairsafetyandaccidents

investigations under the Convention; and

(h)anyothermatterconnectedwithorancittarytotheabove.

. e irecl'or, is ties' o ers a ctio s'- (1) The Director shall be

appointed by the Prime Minister in the mallner prescribed by the rules for a usual term of three

years from the date of assumption of office'

a),eDirectormay,benoticeinwiting,resignfromhisoffrceandsuch
resignation shall take effect from the date of its acceptance by the Prime Minister'

f
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(3) e prime Minister may, after giving the Director a reasonable opporhrnity of

being heard, rernove him from offtce if he -
(a) has, in the opinion of the Prime Minister, led to discharge, or has

become incapable of discharging, his duties effectively under this act;

o)hasbeenconvictedofanoffenceinvolving:moralde;or
(c) is owingly involved in conflict of interest situation in te s of Section

Itr

(4) The Director {;r" -i , shall receive srrch salary and allowances and be s ect to

such conditions of service as may be determined by the Prime Minister'

(t The Director shall-
(a) administer the Bureau for due discharge of its nctions;

(b) ensure that investigations er this Aot are indepe ent, fair, effective

and ooncluded in the most expeditious'manner;

IH,TIJ:T;1ffiffi:"#,** 
accid s ad other

(d) carry out such other functions and duties as are imposed upon him under

this ^Act, the rules or the Standing Orders.

(6) Subject to the provisions of this Act, tlre rules and the Standing Orders, the

Director may exercise such powers and take such measures are necessary for c ying out e

purpose of the Act.

(T) In the absence or inability of the Director to performhis functions, the Secretary

may appoint a senior o cer of the Bureau to discharge the functions and exercise the powers

of the irector during his absence or inability'

5. o ers o t e vest g tors.- (1) For tho purposes of an investigation under

this Act, an investigator shall have the powers to - -

(a) regglate, prohibit and control access to the scene ofan accidenl, serious

incident or incident)

(b) have accessto the site of e accident, serious incident and incident and

examine tlre aircraft involved, it$ parts, contents and co onent, the

wreckage, any remains and marks resulting from the accident, serious

incident or incident, ffiy parts, eornponents, wreckd.ge or remains

removed from the site;

I
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(d)

preserve the aircraft, its patts, contents' components' wrbckage' remains

andmar'rsmentionedatlause(b)byanymeansincludingphotographic

means,rrndwhereinviewoftheinvestigator'itisnecessarytodoso'

remove any of the parts, component' wreckage or remains for safe

custodY or further examination;

require the attendance of any person' by summons underhis hand' whom

hethin<sfittocallbeforehimandexamineforsuchpurposeandto

require answers or returns to any inquiries he thinks fit to make;

requireanysuchpersontomakeandtosignadeclarationregardingthe

true nalure of the statements made by him;

have a,:cess to all books, notes, records, photographs' papers and other

documents,recordingsandtranscriptsorotherinformation,articlesand

othert;videncewhichheconsidersnecessaryfortheinvestigation,and

whererequiredaskforandenforcetheproductionofthesamebya

persortwhoisinorisreasonablyexpectedtobeintheirpossession;and

where he considers it necessary' retain any such book' note' record'

photo graph, papers' document' recording' transcript' information' article

(e)

(0

(e)

orevidenceuntilthecompletionofinvestigation.

@Whereinth.:opinionoftheDirectorsuchanactionisnecessary,hemay
authorize an investigator in writing to, after presenting the authorization to owner or occupier'

""* ,*"ct and search aqy land or premises, building, dwelring or an aircraft and take in his

possessionanybook,note,tecord,photograph,paperandotherdocument,recording,transcript

orotherinfor.mationandarlicleinrelationtotheinvestigation'

(3) Where, an irvestigator considers it necessary that -
(a)medicalexaminationofapersondirectlyorindirectlyinvolvedinthe

operationofanaircraftisrelevanttotheinvestigation'hemay'bya

notice under his hanh, require that person to submit to medical

exarnination;

(b)performanceofanautopsyonthebodyofadeceasedperson,orthe

carryingoutofothermedicalexaminationofanyhumanremain'is

relevanttotheinvestigation,hemaycausesuchautopsyormedical

examination to be performed and' for that purpose'? by notice under his

hand, require the person having custody of the body of the deceased

4 J
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(c)

person or other an remains' to permit the perfo ance of

autopsy or that medical examination; and

atest,includingatesttodestroy,isrequiredontheaircraftinvolvedin

an accident, serious incident or incident, or its components, contents or

parts, wreckage, or any book, note, record' photo h' papers and other

documen! recording, transcript' information or other cle received

under sub section (l) or seized trnder sub-section (2), he ay cause that

testtobeconducted;andtotheextentitispracticableanddoosnot

unreasonablyimpedetheprogressofinvestigation,suchtestshallbe

crrnducted in the presence of the owner or any person o appears' on

reasolegrounds,tobeinlawfulpossessionofitorotheinriseentitled

to such Presence.

.icoonccidetorincit._(1)Whereanaccident,seriousincident
or incident occurs, it shall be e duty of the following to send a notice of, such ociufrence to

ttre Director wi mini delay and througln the most suitable and quickest Ineans availabte'

but in no case later than twenty-four hours -
(a)thepilotin-commandoftheaircraftandincaseheiskilledor

incapacitate4 the senior rnost member of the aircraft cf€w, of the owner'

operator,hirerorotherpersononwhosebehalfhewasin-commandof

the aircraft;

(b) the relevant airPort oPerator;

(c)eofficer-in-commandoftherelevantairtraffrccootunitandthe
ch ervisory officer of air traffic control; and

(d) any other person speeified for this purpose der e rules'

(2) The notice er suo--section (1) shall contain such i rmation and be served

tosuchpersonsotherthantheirectoras'maybespecifiedin.therules.

(3)Idiatelyonreeeiptofnotice,theDirectorshallnothesofthe
accident, serious incident or inciderrt to the Secretary and such r states and entities as is

re ired under Conve o[1'

I

T.iiaryini'_(1)TheDirectormayauthoriseanypersonincluding
an officer of Bureau to csnduct a preriminary inquiry into an accident, serious inciderlt or

t
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incident and submit to him a prrliminary report to assess the classification of the''occurrence

and the extent of and expertise needed for the investigation'

(2)Thepersonorisedtoconductpreliminaryinquiryshallhaveallthepowers

of an investigator r this Acl t

. s t a c oticeo a ivestigatio'-(1)Subjecttoother

provisions of s, act, the Director shall investigate the following accidents and serious

incidents involYing an aircraft -

(a) in a loczrtion in or over territory of Pakistan; and

(b)register.:dinPakistaninalocationnotbeingtheterritoryofanyState;

a)rheDirectorslallinvestigateincidentsthator':1t:':":::::"*arisktoair
safety and may atso investigale such other incidents which in which view require investigation

in interest of improving air safety' 
restigation into an accident, serious

(3) Where the Director does not iniJiate an lnl

inciderrt or incident within strch period as may be specified in ru'es, the Secretary may, where

he considers it ropriate tc do so' requires the Director to initiative the investigation'

(4)retheDfu:ectorconsidersitappropriatetodoso,hemaydelegatethewhole

or any part of investigation to a state or any other entity eo ed for investigations for

theproposeofthisAct,und,:rtheConventionbymutualarrangementandconsent.

(5).AninvestigaionunderthisActshallbeconductedbytwoormoreinvestigators

of uftom one should be the investigator in charge 
,n shall be held in

(6) Unless otherwise directed by the Dir ctor' every investigatio

"'*'',r, ediatel'raftertheinstitution:ti':l:t::T:':#;ciaentorserious

incident, the Direclor shall, through a pubric notice, inform that the investigation is being held

and any pefson who may desire to make a representation or to roduce any information or

. evidence concerning the circumstances or cause of the accident or, as the case may be' serious

incident,maydosoinwrlingwithinthetimespecifiedinthenotice.
(s)Inthelikemanner,whereheconsidersitnecessarytodoso,theDirectormay

soricit information or evicence through a public notice after the institution of an investigation

8
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i , ec ive o investi atio s y t e rea .- (l) The sole objective of an

investigation under is Act shall be the prevention of accidents, serious incidents and incidents

and not to apportion blame or liability

A) An investigation under this Act shall not refrain from frrlly reporting the causes

or contributing factors of an acciden! serious incident or incident merely because any fault or

liability might be inferred from it.

(3) An investigation under this Act shall be separate from and shall not ct any

other proceeding to apportion blame or liability for an accident; serious incident or incident.

aperiodor,*oyears'J;J:r.il:":.ff:;1#;i::-","3,ffi H;:Ji
other person ernployed in the Bureau shall not - '

(a) Own, or be a shareholder, director, partner or an e loyee of any

aviation undertaking or business;

q
r'l

o

. vestiatiosy e reautot ereceece.-(1)Noinvestigationshall

be institiited into an accident, serious incident or incident for the p ose of aking findings

as to the causes and contributing factors if -
(a) that accident, serious incident or incident is being or has been

investigated by the Bureau under this Act; or

(b) e agency carying out the investigation has been infon-ned at aircraft

accident, serious incident or incident is proposed to be investigated by

the Bureau under this Act.

(2) Nothing in sub-section (1) shall prevent-

(a) an investigation into an accident, serious incident or incident for a
purpose other than that of making findings as to its causes and

contributing factors; and

(b) an investigation on any matter that is related to an accident, serious

incident or incident which is not being investigated by the ur€au.

(3) An investigation by the Bureau into an accident, serious incide or incident

under this dct shall take precedence over any other investigation into the aceideat, serious

incident or incident and the agency conducting the investigation shall take all reasonable

measur€s to avoid obstruction or interference with the investigation of e Bureau.



haveanydirectorindirectecuniaryorotherbenefit,share.orinterestin

or be enp;aged in an aviation undertaking or business; and

receiveanyclirectorindirctpecuniaryorotherbenefit,shareorirrterest

;;";;;"""tu' o. distribution of aircraft or aircraft equipment or

,":"-T::::g with an investigation, e ery investigator shall tendet to the

Director a writteri certificate tmder his hand that he has not herd, or holds' or will not acquire

any share or poc ary or other interest in any business, contract, or any other transactionwhich

islikelytootprejudicialll,thedischargebyhimofhisfirnctionasiestigator.
(3)Wheneveritc,rmestothenoticeofaninvestigatorthatinrelationtoanymatter

under investigation, he has professiona*y acted on beharf of any person having any share or

interest in that ex' or an;l of his immediate relatives' or his e oyer or loyee would

receive or have a reasonablt: expectation of receiving' a direct or indirect pecuniary or other

benefit, share or interest or rvourd suffer or have a rgasonabre expectation of suffering' a direct

or indire peouniary or sorre other detriment, he shall immediately inform the Director and

abstain &omtaking part in the investigation'

2.aticatioiteivestigatioyoteriteresettes.-(l)AState
interested.in the investigalion of an accident, serious incident or inci ent' may appoint an

accreditedrepreserrtativeandoneormoreadvisorsorexpertstoassisthim.

Q)[nthelikerranner,inthecaseofanaccident,seriousincidentorincdenttoan

airoraftre9ilteredinPakistaninorovertheterritoryofanotherState,thesecretarymay,with
,the approvar of the Minister, appoint an accredited representative and one or more advisors or

.experts 
to participate in the investigation and intimate it to such State'

3.roteetiorrofteaircra -oteriece.-(1)Theaircraft,oranyofits

PeftS, conlqnts, components, wreckage, any marks, and remains resulting from an accident,

serious incident or in id'nt, rocated - "*u 
in the territory of pakistan shall not be removed

or o erwise interfered vrith' except by a person underthe rity of the Director'

Q'lNotwith$andingtheprovisionofsub-section(1),theaircraftoranyofitsparts,

contents and compone.l, wreckage, any marks or remains resurting from the acci ent' serious

incident or incident ma;,be removed or interfered with so far as may be necessary -_

(a) bv persons authorised to conduct search."": t:::::peration-s^j::-l:

Iurpose of extricating persons or animals dead or alive' or preventrng

(c)

\o



thedestructionoftheaircranditscontentsbyfireororcauseor

of preve ing any damage or obstruction to the B lic or to air

navigation or to other transPort;

(b)bypersonsauthorizedtoconductsearchrescueoperationsfor
bringing it or them to a place of safety; and

(c) for removal of luggage' goods' mail and o similar itigs from the

aircrundertheervisionofapersonauthorizedbyoBureau.

(3) The Director may, for the purposes of any preliminary i ry and investigation

er this Act, authorise an investigator or direct any other person to t m€'Bures for *

(a)documentation,protectionandpreservationbyphotoercphicorother
* *"ans, of any evidence which might be removed, offaoed' lost or

destroYed;

(b)maintainingsafecustodyoftheaircraft,itsparts,cont,ents,coonents'

wreckage, anY marks remains; t '

(c) safeguarding against er damage to the aircraft, its paris, contents,

llimitingtheaccesstotheaircraft,itsparts,contes,coones,
wreckage,anymarksandrernainsbyunarfihorizedpersons,ortoprevent

it frcm pilferage and er deterioration; af,d

(e)forepreservationoftheaircraft,itsparts,conts,components,
wreckage,anymarksandremair.lsforsuchperiodasrnaybenecessary

for ttre pur-poses of an investigation'

(4)Theowner,operator,pilotin.cor.nmandormembersoftheaifcrcre.vy

every other person who is inthe custody of aircraft' or any of its parts' cotrlent' component'

wreckage, mark or remain or any inforrnation, book, note, record' photograph' p rs or o

document, recording or transcripts, that may reasonably be expected to be ired in relation

to an investigation under this Act, shall take all reasonable steps for its s ing and to

preve it frorn pilferage and deterioration'

(5)Nothinginthissectionshatlbeconstruedtoprohibitsavingofhurnanlifeor

treatment of i ured by the best available person at the site of the acoident pe iog th" arrival

of an investigator, or a person orized by the Dirdctor undcr sub-seotion (1) or an rized

person mpntioned at sub-sectiou (2):

(6)Wheretheaircraft,oranyofitsparts,cotttcttts,coonents,wreckage,

marks,remainsandotherevidenceresultingfromanaccident,serio,usincidentorincidentare

\\
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to be removed or interfered .vith pursuant to the provisions of sub-section (2) or sub-section

(5), the person directing, su:ervising or arranging the removal or interference shall' to'the

extent poSsible in the circurnstances, and prior to such removal or interference' record the

locatioq, layOut and conditic,n of the aircraft, its parts' contents' components' wreckage' ffiY

marks and remains and any other evidence by the best possible means available'

e e se of the aircra an of er i e ce e o o Gr re ire '- (1)

The DireCtOr shall release the aircraft, or any one or more of its parts' contents' components'

wreckage,sandremaitrsaswellaSanyotherinformationorevidencethathasbeentaken

into his custody by an inver,tigator or any restiction as to its removal or interference with, or

safekeeping.havebeenimlrcsedundersection13assoonasitisnolongerrequiredforthe

investigation.- 
@ while releasing the aircraft, or any one or more of its parts' contents' component

or wreckage, the Director lnay, through a written notice' require ttre owner' operator or any

other person having lawful claim over it, to have it removed within such reasonable period as

may be givon inthe notice'

(3)Wheretheowner,operatorortheotherpersonhavinglawfulclaimoverit,fails

without reasonable cause lo rernove the aircraft' Or any one or more of its parts' contents'

componeots or weckage, within the period given in the notice' the Director may cause the

aircraft, part, content, component or wreckage to be auctioned or othorwise disposed of at the

expense of the owner, opr:rator or other person and deposit proceeds thereof to the Federal

Governmenl.

. vestigatio re orts a t eir c tio '- (1) e Director npy' from

time to time, provide an ieterim statement on the progress and frndings of an investigation to

the Minister and the Secr,etary ancl to every agency or person has a direct interesl in the

frndings of the investigation as and when requested by the agency or person'

@ As soon as;an investigation is complete, the Director shalt cause to be prepared

a draft final report descrlbing the proceedings in general, any safety deficiencies identified'

recommendatiqns ade in the interest of air safety and any other relev findings'

(3)DirectorshallsubmitthedraftfinalreporttotheMinistertheSecretary

and also eals€ it to be sent to every ager.cy or person who has a direct interest in the findings

{
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(4) Thereafter, the Director shall give every agency and person having a direct

interest in the findings of the investigation a reasonable opportunity not exceeding forty-five

days to make any representation or observation on the draft final report.

(5) No person shall communicate or use the draft final report or pennit its

com nication or use for any puqlose, other than the tal-<ing of remedial measures and if
required preparation of aoy representation or observation

(5) Thre Director shall, after considering the representations and observations, if any

received by him -
(a) adopt the draft final report as final report and share it with e Minister,

Secretary, and every agency and person having a direct interest in the

findings ofthe investigation and also publish it for general information;

or

, O) reconsider the finding and recornmendations of the draft final report

where in his view new material facts have been b,rought before him and

thereafter share it in the manner given under clause (a) above.

e e ca o re rG cti ,-W outanY

prejudice to eprovisions of section 15, the irector shall, at any time ri an,investigation,

notiff fo ,in ting, to the Minister, Secretary and every o er agency and person who,

in s opi on, has a direct interest in its fi ings and recommendations, whether interim or

fi , matter, find g or recsmmendation' at in his opinion requires urg action.

7. to res o to i s o i vesti tio .- (1) The agency or person

responsible for taking a remedial action on the finding or recommendation of an investigation,

shall within such period after being notified of the finding or recomme ation as may be

determined by the Director, which shall in no case exceed ninety days, inform the Director in

writing -
(a) of any remedial action taken or which will be taken by the agency or

person;

reason as to wtry a remedial action cannot be taken by the agency or

person wi in thetime given by tfie Director;

reason as to why re dial action to be taken by the agercy or person is

different from the action that was recomnrended; or

(b)

(c)
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(d) reason a!; to why no femedial action shall be taken by ttte agency or

person.

(2)WheretheDire.ltorisoftheviewthataremedialactiontaken,orthedifferent

remediar action proposed to bertaken dms not meet the safety requirements or the reasons for

not taking any remedial action given by the agency or person are unsatisfactory' he may inform

the Secretary in writing who shall then inform the Minister'

(3) Where the Director is satisfied with the reasons' he may allow additional period

fortakingactionoratakingo]]thedifferentremedialaction.

.itioobtoiscosecerirecors._(1)Thefollowinginformation
and records shalr not be discr.sed for any purpose oilrer than those rerating to an investigation

except when the secretary determines that their disclosure outweighs the adverse impact it may

have on that investigation or iuny re investigations -
(a)cockpitairborneimagerecordingsarrdanypartortrarrscriptsfromsuch

(b) ;:TJ:::lr","*roi,,gs and transcripts from such recordings;

G)recordingsandtranscriptsofrecordingsfromairtraffrcconhol;
(d)allstalementsmadetoaninvestigatororotherpersoninthecourseofan

invest,gation under this Act;

.(e)allcommunicationsbetweenpersonshavingbeeninvolvedinthe
operalion of the aircraft;

(f)medicalorprivateinformationofpersonsinvolvedintheaccident,

seriot,s incident or incident;

(g)analy:lisofinformationandopinionexpressed,includingflightrgcorder

'infonnationmadebyaninvestigatorandaccreditedrepresentativein
relati,rn to the accident, serious incident or incident; and

(h) a draft final rePort'

@ Any i rmation or record referred to in sub-section (1) may be included in the

finar report of aq investigation or its appendices, or in any other report only when it is relevant

to the analysis of the accident, serious incident or incident and parts of the information and

records not relevant to the rmalysis shall not be included in such report'

(3) The final re1rcrt of an investigation shall not disclose the n es of the persons

involved in the accident, serious incidont or incident'
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. e e o i vesti ion':- Where it appears to the Seor at any

new and material evidence has become availabre after completion of the investigation, he may"

wi e approval of the Minister, direct the Diiector to re-open investigation.

.cietretisyses._(1)TheDirectorshall,opaStanding
Order, e lish a m datory incident reporting system to collect info ation on actual or

potentiar safety deficiencies and require all related persons mentioned in that order to notify all

accidents, serious incidents incidents to the Bureau by most suitable and ickest means

but in any case not later than twenty-four hours

(2) In the like m er, the Directcr shall, through a standing order' establish a

vol ary incident reporting system to facilitate collection of info ion on ac,tual or potential

saf.ety deficiencies at may not be captured by the mandatory incident reporting system'

(3)Thevoluntaryincidreportingsystemshallbenon-piveajford
protection to the sources of the information'

.' s cti e gprocee ngs'- Any person' who res with'

obstructs or i edes the proceedings of an inquiry or investigation' or the' exet'ise of any

power or duty conferred to or irnposed upon an investigator or other person upder this Act

shall, on conviction, be punished With impriso nt which may extend ts six months' or a fine

not exceeding five dred usand rupees' or with both'

. 3. i re to co wit s or re uisition'-Any peJson' who with

reasonable excuse, when called upon to do so by an investigator or other person holding an

in ry or investigation under this Act, fails or refusestto appear before him or give a staternent'

or provide or m e available any i rmation, book, noteL recor4 otograph' p ts or o er

document, recording and tanscripts, any part, content or component of an aircraft or its

wrockage, ot'to rnake available the body of a deceased person or other afl r ns available

I
D
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22, it o i g, teri org i sei rmationo evide Co.+Anyperson

uiho knowingly wi holds, hides, alters or damages any information or o er evidence.relating

to an investigation under is Act or provides any false oi misleading informatior or evidence

to an investigator or other person holding an inquiry or investigation under is Act shall' on

conviction, be punished with impriso ent which may extend to e yea$' or a fine not

exceeding one million rupees, or with both'



for autopsy, shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonmont which may 'Oxtend to three

months, or a fine not exceeding on frfty thousand nrpees' or with both'

. 2. ai re orerorta acci e ori ci e t.-Anypersonresponsibletoreport

an accident, serious incident or incident under mandatory repo g system established under

section 20, who, without a reasonable excusQ, fails to report an accident, serious incident or

incident after it has comt: to his knowledge, shall, on conviction, be punished with

impriso ent which may extend to tluee mo s or a fine which may extent to fifty thousand

rupees, or with both.

25, ai re to rese e evi e ce.- (l) Any person who holds an information'

book, note, fecord, photogrrph, papers or other document, reeording and transcripts, any part'

contentorcomponentofaraircraftoritswreckage,oradeceasedpersonorotherhuman

remains or any other evidence that may reasonably be expected to be required in relation to an

investigation under this Act, neglects or fails to take reasonable steps for keeping it safe and to

prevent it from pilferage tmd er deterioration, shall on conviction, be punished with

impriso ent which may oxtend to six months or a fine which may extent to five hundred

thousand rupees, or with both.

e) Any pe son who removes or interferes with the damaged aircraft, or any of it

part, content and component, the wreckage, any remains and marks resulting from the accident'

serious incident or incident in contravention of the provisions of section 13, shall on conviction,

be punished with i isonrnent which may extend to three mo s or a fine which may extent

to one dred thousand rupees, or with both'

2.atoreiscosreoiratio.-Anypersonwho,withouttheprior
written consent of the Director causes or permits any information colrected or report prepared

by the Bureau or any part (rf it to be disclosed to any other person, body or organisation before

it is made publicly available by the Director, shall, on conviction be punished with

imprisonment which may extend to three months or a fine which may extent to one hundred

thousand ruPoes, or with both.

2T.cesyoiescororate..(l)Whereabodycorporateiseuiltyofan
offence under this Act and that offence is proved to have been committed with consent or

connivahce of, or to be aflributable to any neglect on part of, any director, manager, secretary

/s
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or other similar officer of body corporate or any person was p orting to act in any such

capacity he, as well as the body corporate, shalt be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to

be proceeded against and punished accordingly'

(2) Where the a rs of a body corporate are managed by its membefs' s sectio-n

(1) shalt apply in relation to e acts and defaults of member in comection wi, s functions'

of management as if he were a director of the body corporate.

Z , ce o o ces.* No court shall take cognizar-rce of an offence under

this Act except on a complaint in writing by the Director or ar offtcer of the lrreau

orized by him for is PurPose'

a ces o e ila e.- A1l" offences under this Act shall be bail le'

3 . tria r certai o ces.- The Magistrate of the first c[ass shall,

on the written co laint of the Director, or an officer of the Bureau rized by him for this

purpose, try an offence er seclion 21,23,24 arld26 atfimay impose alno of fine

,nder is Act in accordance with the provisions of Ch r X)(II of the Cqde of Criminal

Procedure, 1893 (V of1898).

3 . o i of o ces.- (1) Subject to sub-section (2), the Diiector or an

officer of the ureau oiz.edby hirn may, at any stage, compound an o nce under this Act

subject to deposit of adrninistrative penalty ich shall not be less than fifty thousand

nrpecs. :

(Z) An offence u er this .dct shall not be compoundable if the accused has

previously been convicted u r this Act or his previous ofiflence has been compounded by the

Director or the officer of e Bureau rized by the Director.

32. r s ro se icesofe sti ge oy3os,- (l)On comrnencementof

this Act, the Federal Government shall, by notification in the offrcial Gazette, detemrine the

hany o(anyo t

perso fore the e

Act have been in the service of e A orily in relation to the function$, es and s of
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the Bureau under this Act, shall be transferred to the Bureau, on the same terms ahd conditions

as were applicable to them, unless modified or amended under the provisions of this Act:

@ The pay and al].owances to whiclr such an investigator, officer, expert, sertrant

or person is e tled to for service in Bureau shalr not be less favorable than those to which

he was entitled immediately before such transfer'

(3) The service oi'an officer, expert, servant or other pelson transferred to the

Bureau under sub-section (l) shall be taken for all purposes to have been continuous with the

service of the officer, expert, servant or person, immediately before the date of transfer' as an

employee of e AuthoritY.

(4) Notw standing any provision of law, no officer, servant' expert or person

transferred to service of the Bureau under sub-section (l) shalt be entitled to receive any

payment or other benefit melely because he stopped being an e loyee of the Authority as a

result of this section or of an;r other provision of this Aet, or on account of the abolition of his

offrce in the oritY.

33.asrot:ertairoertiesaassets.-onthecommencementofthis
Act, the Federal Govemment shall, by notifrcation in the official Gazette,determine the date,

modeandmerinwhictrsuchassets'includinglands'buildings'machinery'apparatus'

equipment and sums of money, and all other rights and interests arising out of such assets

that are related to the functions, duties and affairs of the Bureau under this Act as were

immediately before that dly vested in the Authority' shall' without any conveyance or

assignment,betransferredtrlandvestintheBureaufreeofanycostandallliabilitiesinrespect

of the said assets shall be the liability of the Bureau'

a)

ir .*(1) There shall be a fund to be called the Air Safety Fund'

TheFrrndshallbederivedfromthefollowingsources,namely-

(a)mofi)ytransferredtotheFundfromtheaccountsoftheAuthorityin

terms of section 32;

(b) any lfant received from the Federal'Government;

(t; any lid, assistance or grant received from any national or international

ageltcy;

money levied on aircrafts navigating over the territories of Pakistan or

lanelingatanairportinPakistanatsuchrateastheFederalGoveent

(d)

\2
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may, from time to time, determine; and

(e) interest on invested cash balance of Fund'

(3) e Federal Government may, by a notification in the official Gazette, direct

at the levy der s -section (2) shall be charged, collected and transferred to the Fund by

any agency or rity other than the Bureau'

(4) e sums creditedto Fund s I

(b) be spent for no pu{pose other than meeting the cost of investigation,

undertaking studies, training or other measure in e i est of the air

safety or other objects of this Act.

3 . erio ica a an a re orts.- (1) e Director shall keep the Secretary

generally inforrned of the working of the Bureau and submit to him reports on atters relatiqg

to frmctions of the Bureau at such intervals and in such form as he rnay direct,

e) The Director shall, as soon as practicable after the close of every calendar year,

but not later than the last Friday of the imrnediately following January, s mit to the Minister

a report on the state of air safety, progress of investigations, extent of co pliance with safety

recornmendations and activities unde en by the Bureau in general during atyear-

3 . e era vestigatio Ag cy oca po ice to assis .'"'- (1) On vnitten

request of the Director or the investigator for the ptrpose of this Act, officer of the Federal

Investigation.Agency, Airport Secr*rity Force or of the police of &e respective district to whom

this request is di.rected, shall without unreasonable delay, render such assistance.

(Z) If for any reasonable cause, such officer is able to proviiie e requested

assistance, he shall fo ith bring the matter to the notice of his supervisory o eer, and where

such supenrisory offrcer is also unable to pro'ride such support, he shall i rm the Director or,

as case may be, the investigator making the request'

(3) ere the o cer of the Federal tnvestigation Agency, Ai ort Security Force

or of the police of e respective distriet fails to provide assistance despite reques! or where he

is not satisfied with the reason fbr the inabitity to provide assistamce, the irector may inform

the Secretary I

\\
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37..ei._l.Iosuit,prosecutionorotherlegalproceedingsshalllieagainst

the Minister, Secretary, Bureaq Director, investigator, officer, expert, seryant or other person

employtid w the Bureau in respect of anything, done or intended to be done in good faith

under tlis Act or under any nrle or Stgnding Order or for any damage sustained by anything

belonging to or under the control of the Bureau'

3.oeroel}raoverettoaeres.-(1)TheFederalGovernment
may, by notifioation in the official Gazette, make rules for giving effect to one or more

provisionsofthisActortocirrryoutthepurposGofthisActingeneral.

@particulm,andwithoutprejudicetothegeneralityoftheprovisionsofsub-

section (1), such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters' namely -
(a)theprrrcedureandmannerofnotificationofanaccident,seriousincident

and incident, including notification to a State;

(b)then,rtificationofanaccident,seriousincidentandincidenttothe

Interriational civilAviation organisation and a State for participation in

the investigation;

(c)

(d)

(e)

the pteservation, collection and custody of evidence;

the rr,anner of investigation in general;

the p::ocedure for summoning of persons and production of evidence and

other information;

(0thefirrmatofthereportofpreliminaryinquiry,draftinvestigationreport

and j nvestigation report;

(g) the c'onsolidation and follow-up of safety recommerdations;

(h)thetnarurerinwhichtheFundshallbemanagedincludingproyisionsin

relaliontokeepingofitsaccount,orizationforexpenditureand

chalging, collection and transfer of levy; and

(1)anyothermattersidiaryorincidentaltotheinvestigationofaircraft

accidents, serious incident and incidents'

3.yg1g._ThgDirectormay,withtheapprovaloftheMinister,make
stan.ing orders, not inconsistent with this Act and the rules, to provide for any matter and for

which provision is necessary or expedient for carrying out the pu{pose of this Act'

2o
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. ct to overri e of er laws. - The provisions of this Act shall have effect

notwithstanding anything contrary contained in any other law for the time being in force.

. xc sio o t e j ris ictio 6 s6 1fs.- Notwithstanding anything contained

in any other law for the time being in force, any proceedings pending before or.order of the

Minister, Secretary, Director, investigator or any other person under this Act shall be final and

shall not be called in question in any suit, application or other judicial proceediirgs and a court

shall not assume jurisdiction or grant an injunction in respect of any action takerr or intended

to be taken by the Minister, Secretary, Director or investigator or any other person under this

Act.

2. e oval o i c lties.-If any difficulty arises in giving effect to any of the

provision of this Act, the Federal Government rnay make such order, not inconsistertt withtlre
provisions of this Act, as may appear to it to be necessary for the pu{pose of rernoving the

diffrculty.

3. e eal a savi gs. - (1) On the comrnencement of this Act, section 7 of the

Civil Aviation Ordinance, 1960 (Ordinance XXXII of 1960) and the rules made thereunder in

relation to the subject matter of this Act shall stand repealed.

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal -
(a) anything done or any action taken or purported to have been done or

taken under the af:oresaid Act or rules so repealed shall, in so far as it is

not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, be deemed to have been

done or taken under the corresponding provisions of this Acti and

(b) any matter that is in the course of being investigated, oi has been

investigated by the Authority, but on which a report has not been made

when this Act comes into foree shall, on the corning into force of this

Act, be taken up and continued by the Buleau, as if it were, or had been,

an investigation under this Act.
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C SAN AS NS

. Preseutly, air safety investigations are carried out by a unit of the Pakistan Civil

Aviation Authority which has also b,een entrusted regulatory functions. This situation is

undesirable in the interest of faimess and objectivity. At the same time, Standard and

Recommpnded Practices (SARPs) of Intemational Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),

require a separate institutional arrangement for the provision of air safety investigati'on

services.

2. fakistan Air Safety

aforesaid.purpose.

Act, 2023 is designed to achieve the

^e)
Federal Minister for Aviation
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