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Islamabad, the 3rd July, 2023

No. F. 2(1)/2023-Pub.— The following Ordinance Promulgated on
3rd July, 2023 by the President is hereby published for general information:—

ORDINANCE NO. 1 OF 2023
AN
ORDINANCE
« further to amend the National Accountability Ordinance, 1999
WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the National Accountability

Ordinance, 1999 (XVIII of 1999), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter
appearing;
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. AND WHEREAS the Senate and National Assembly are not in session and
the President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is satisfied that circumstances
exist which render it necessary to take immediate action;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of
Article 89 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the President
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is pleased to make and promulgate the
following Ordinance:—

I.  Short title and commencement.—(1) This Ordinance shall be
called the National Accountability (Amendment) Ordinance, 2023.

(2) This Ordinance shall come into force at once and shall be deemed
to have taken effect on and from the commencement of the WNational
Accountability Ordinance, 1999 (XVIII of 1999).

2. Insertion of section 14A, Ordinance XVIII of 1999.—in the said
Ordinance, after the omitted section 14, the following new section 14A shall be
inserted, namely:—

| 14A. Presumption against accused accepting illegal gratification.—
l (1) Where in any trial of a scheduled offence punishable under this
Ordinance, it is proved that an accused person has accepted or
obtained, or has agreed to accept or attempted to obtain, for
himself or for any other person any gratification, other than legal
remuneration, or any valuable thing, or any pecuniary advantage
from a person or any agent of a person, for any favour shown or
promised to be shown by the accused, it shall be presumed, unless
the contrary is proved, that he accepted or obtained, or agreed to
- accept or attempte‘d to obtain, that gratification or that valuable
thing or pecuniary advantage for himself or some other person, as
the case may be as a motive or a reward such as is specified in
m»ns 161 to 163 of the Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860),
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(3) Inany trial of an offence punishable under this Ordinance, the fact
that the accused person or any other person on his behalf, is in
possession, for which the accused person cannot satisfactorily
account, of property or pecuniary resources disproportionate to his
known sources of income, or that such person has, at or about the
time of the commission of the offence with which he is charged,
obtained an accretion to his pecuniary resources or property for
which he cannot satisfactorily account, the Court shall presume,
unless the contrary is proved, that the accused person is guilty of
the offence of corruption or corrupt practices and his conviction
therefore shall not be invalid by reason only that it is based solely
on such a presumption.”.

3.  Amendment of section 24, Ordinance XVIII of 1999.—In the
said Ordinance, in section 24,—

(A) after sub-section (a), the following new sub-section shall be
inserted, namely:—

“(aa) The Chairman NAB may also issue warrant of arrest during
the course of inquiry if the accused is not joining inquiry
despite notices or willfully does not cooperate in such
inquiry; and

(B) in sub-section (d), for the word “fourteen”, the word “thirty” shall
be substituted.

4.  Substitution of section 26, Ordinance XVIII of 1999.—In the

said Ordinance, for section 26, the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“26. Tender of pardon.—(1) Notwuhstandmg anything contained in
the C@de, at any stage of mquu'y, investigation or ftrial, the

NAB may, with a view to obtaining the evidence of any
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i (3) Subject to sub-section (4), the person to whom pardon has been
granted under this section shall not—

(a) in the case of a full pardon, be tried for the offence in respect
of which the pardon was granted: and

(b) in the case of conditional pardon, be awarded a punishment or
penalty higher or other than that specified in the grant of
pardon notwithstanding the punishment or penalty authorized
by law.

(4)  Where the Chairman NAB certifies that in his opinion, any person
who has accepted such tender has, either by willfully concealing
anything essential or by giving false evidence through willful or
reckless mis-statement, not complied with the condition on which
the tender of pardon was made, such a person may be tried for the
offence in respect of which the pardon was so tendered, or for any
other offence of which he appears to have been guilty in
connection with the said matter including the offence of giving
false evidence, which he knows or ought to know is false.

(5) Any statement made before a Magistrate by a person who has
accepted a tender of pardon may be given in evidence against him
at the trial.”.

5.  Amendment of section 28, Ordinance XVIII of 1999.—In the
said Ordinance, in section 28,— =

(A) in sub-section (a), for the words “National Accountability Bureau™,
the words “Chairman NAB” shall be substituted; and

(B) for sub-section (b), the following shall be substituted;
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“Provided that if the accused has been acquitted by the Court on the
ground that the case was initiated with malafide intention based on fabricated
evidence, the person found guilty of such act by the said Court shall be punished

with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three
years and shall also be liable to fine.”.

MUHAMMAD SADIQ SANJRANI,
Acting President.

RAJA NAEEM AKBAR,
Secretary.
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